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We need to be fiscally responsible
and protect social security, provide a
prescription drug benefit, fund edu-
cation, ensure a strong and stable mili-
tary, continue to pay down the debt,
and to ensure the funding is available
for our Nation’s veterans.

The current prosperity of this nation
can partially be attributed to the suc-
cess of past wars and our Nation’s vet-
erans. I am unwilling to jeopardize the
domestic dividends that will mate-
rialize over the next generation for the
health and welfare of our veterans and
their families.

We have made a commitment to
these great Americans. We must ensure
that our Nation’s veterans receive the
dividends of our current surplus.

Accepting the amendment I offered
last evening is simply righting the
wrong. Our veterans waited silently
when there was no money to pay for
this legislation, but today there is a
budget surplus which provides the per-
fect opportunity to honor their service
to this great Nation.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, we can
go to final passage.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, we
are finished. We are ready to vote on
final passage. I do not believe after all
these long hours that anyone wants to
hear a speech from anyone, regardless
of how eloquent the speaker.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
really would like to hear Senator
DoMENICI for a while.

Mr. DOMENICI. He is just one of the
few, Mr. President. In any event, we
have nothing further. The next vote is
final passage.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are the
yeas and nays requested?

Mr. DOMENICI. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

Mr. DOMENICI. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Without objection, the substitute
amendment, as amended, is agreed to.

The amendment (No. 170), as amend-
ed, was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to H. Con. Res.
83, as amended.

Mr. REID. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas
and nays have been ordered. The clerk
will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.
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The result was announced—yeas 65,
nays 35, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 86 Leg.]

YEAS—65
Allard Ensign McCain
Allen Enzi McConnell
Baucus Feinstein Miller
Bayh Fitzgerald Murkowski
Bennett Frist Nelson (NE)
Bond Gramm Nickles
Breaux Grassley Roberts
Brownback Gregg Santorum
Bunning Hagel Sessions
Burns Hatch
Campbell Helms She'lby
Carnahan Hutchinson Sm}th (NH)
Carper Hutchison Smith (OR)
Chafee Inhofe Snowe
Cleland Jeffords Specter
Cochran Johnson Stevens
Collins Kohl Thomas
Craig Kyl Thompson
Crapo Landrieu Thurmond
DeWine Lincoln Torricelli
Domenici Lott Voinovich
Edwards Lugar Warner

NAYS—35
Akaka Dorgan Mikulski
Biden Durbin Murray
Bingaman Feingold Nelson (FL)
Boxer Graham Reed
Byrd Harkin Reid
Cantwell Hollings Rockefeller
Clinton Inouye Sarbanes
Conrad Kennedy Schumer
Corzine Kerry Stabenow
Daschle Leahy
Dayton Levin Wellstone
Dodd Lieberman Wyden

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 83), as amended, was agreed to.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I move to
reconsider the vote, and I move to lay
that motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that there now be a pe-
riod of morning business with Senators
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. STE-
VENS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——
KLAMATH BASIN WATER CRISIS

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
the Senate has just completed a long
week debating a budget that I believe
will help the American people in many
ways, and I am proud of that work. But
there are thousands of people in south-
ern Oregon who are today getting some
very bad news: the water on which the
future of their farms and families de-
pend will not be delivered this year.

As I speak, my state is currently ex-
periencing its worst drought in sev-
enty-seven years. And while the lack of
irrigation water is not completely the
fault of the federal government, the
situation has been exacerbated by the
actions of federal agencies, primarily
the Fish and Wildlife Service and the
National Marine Fisheries Service,
that have authority over the quantity
of water provided to the farmers and
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ranchers of the Klamath Basin. In the
midst of this natural disaster, these
two agencies have issued new require-
ments that increase lake levels in the
Upper Klamath Lake as well as
streamflows down the Klamath River.
These edicts were issued in spite of ad-
missions by Bureau of Reclamation of-
ficials that the proposed water levels
are not attainable this year, even if
there are no agricultural deliveries.

For eight years, the Clinton Adminis-
tration waged war on hard-working
people who depend on natural resources
to sustain their families and their com-
munities. Sharp reductions in timber
sales and the growth of onerous regula-
tions has already weakened the econ-
omy of the Klamath Basin. Now, with-
out irrigation water the economy
stands to lose almost $144 million. This
cannot be allowed to happen.

When President Bush was elected,
the people of Southern Oregon
breathed a collective sigh of relief, be-
lieving that help was on the way. And
although this decision was set in mo-
tion by the prior administration, my
constituents cannot help but wonder if
better days are yet to come. Unfortu-
nately, one thing they do know for sure
is that worse times are coming this
year. I do not doubt the President’s
dedication to farmers, ranchers, and
others in the wide rural expanses
throughout this land. But I do under-
stand that many of the people in the
Klamath Basin cannot help but ques-
tion this administration’s commitment
to their needs.

While I appreciate the intermediate
assistance the administration has of-
fered, I have to again ask the President
to reexamine the draconian orders that
have turned a difficult drought into a
crisis of immense proportions. In the
meantime, I promise the people of the
Klamath Basin that I will continue to
fight for their needs and for the needs
of their families until this dire mistake
is rectified.

——————

SUPPORT FOR THE HOPE FOR
CHILDREN ACT

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, adop-
tion is a rewarding, but often expensive
and frustrating option for many South
Dakota families. As a member of the
bipartisan ‘‘adoption caucus’” in the
Senate I have tried to make adoption a
more viable option for loving parents.
During the past couple of years, we
have made major improvements in
adoption policy including legislation:
giving parents of adopted children the
same time-off rights as those who give
birth; outlawing racial or ethnic dis-
crimination in adoption; automatically
giving foreign-born adoptees American
citizenship; and implementing inter-
national agreements to outlaw traf-
ficking in children and promoting
international adoption.
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